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Family history

Katharina Wiedner was born on 25 October 1890 in house number 33 in
Feistritzwald, a small rural settlement that today forms part of the municipality of
Rettenegg in the Alpine region of Styria, in southeastern Austria. Situated more
than 800 metres above sea level in the Fischbach Alps, the atea consisted of
scattered farmsteads nestled among forests and mountains. Around 1890, the
entire community counted little more than one thousand inhabitants. Daily life
revolved around small-scale agriculture and forestry work, and the vast majority of

the population belonged to the Roman Catholic faith.

At that time, the region was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, one of
Europe’s great monarchies, which would dissolve after the First World War in
1918. Although the Empire encompassed a wide diversity of peoples and
languages, the population in this part of Styria was predominantly German-
speaking. Katharina’s childhood and youth therefore unfolded in an imperial world,

prior to the profound political and social transformations of the twentieth century.

Katharina was the daughter of Eduard Wiedner and Margaritha Berger, both
natives of the same region. Her parents married on 8 February 1891 in
Feistritzwald, when Eduard was approximately 27 years old and Margaritha about
24. At the time of Katharina’s birth, the couple had not yet married; the wedding
took place only a few months later, something that was not uncommon in rural

communities of that era.

Her father, Eduard Wiedner, was born on 13 October 1863 in the village of
Schrimpf, in house number 4, located around 25 kilometres from Feistritzwald.
The landscape there is similar, characterised by rolling hills, extensive forests and

small agricultural holdings. Parish records describe him as a rural labourer, working



as a stable hand and forestry worker—occupations typical in a region where animal
husbandry and forest work formed an essential part of everyday life. He died on
23 July 1923 in Feistritzwald at the age of 59.

Her mother, Margaritha Berger, was born on 15 February 1867 in Feistritzwald, in
house number 72. Like her husband, she was of Roman Catholic faith and spent
most of her life within the same community. She passed away on 19 December
1945, just days before Christmas Eve, at the age of 78, having lived through two

world wars and profound social changes in the region.



1. Person researched

NAME Katharina Wiedner
BIRTH 25 October 1890, Feistritzwald, house no. 33
RELIGION Roman Catholic
2. Parents
Father:
NAME Eduard Wiedner
BIRTH 13 October 1863, Schrimpf, house no. 4
DEATH 23 July 1923, Feistritzwald
RELIGION Roman Catholic
OCCUPATION Stable hand; forestry worker
Mother:
NAME Margaritha Berger
BIRTH 15 February 1867, Feistritzwald, house no. 72
DEATH 19 December 1945, Feistritzwald
RELIGION Roman Catholic

Parents’ marriage: Eduard Wiedner & Margaritha Berger

DATE OF MARRIAGE | 8 February 1891, Feistritzwald

(Roman Catholic parish)

AGE OF GROOM Approximately 27 years

AGE OF BRIDE Approximately 24 years




Sources and references

The data presented in this report is based on historical parish registers preserved in

ecclesiastical archives and accessible through digital archival platforms.

Due to usage rights, it is not always possible to include original images of the
records in this report. However, the documents can be consulted free of charge via

the links provided below.

e Baptism of Katharina Wiedner

Source: Entry in the Roman Catholic parish baptism register of Rettenegg,
1890-1924

Link: https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/oesterreich /graz-
seckau/rettenegg/13090/2pg=9

e Baptism of Eduard Wiedner
Source: Entry in the Roman Catholic parish baptism register of Waldbach,
18341874

Link: https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/oesterreich/graz-
seckau/waldbach /17911 /2pg=78
e Baptism of Margaritha Berger

Source: Entry in the Roman Catholic parish baptism register of Rettenegg,
1855-1889

Link: https://dataimatricula-online.ecu/en/oesterreich/graz-

seckau/rettenege /13091 /2pe=T73

e Marriage of Eduard Wiedner & Margaritha Berger

Source: Entry in the Roman Catholic parish marriage register of Rettenegg,
1861-1935

Link: https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/oesterreich/graz-
seckau/rettenegg /13085 /2pg=85
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Possible next steps in the research

The research can be expanded, for example, to include:

e Identification of siblings and collateral relatives

e Reconstruction of earlier generations (grandparents, great-grandparents and
beyond)

e Development of a fully documented multi-generational family tree

e Preparation of documentation for citizenship applications

The scope and depth of the research depend on the availability of historical

sources and are defined individually according to your needs.
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